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The COVID-19 pandemic has put unprecedented strain on economies across Asia. A year and half into
the global pandemic and it continues to upend global trade, move new sectors of business and
commerce online, and present new challenges as well as opportunities for the private sector. The
digital economy, including cross-border services, digital trade, and e-commerce, contributes to
democratic and economic development by expanding market access for local businesses, promoting
inclusive trade, creating jobs, and expanding tax revenue for governments to provide essential services.
As the prevalence of digital tools and services expand, especially in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, national and regional policies and regulations that facilitate greater competitiveness and
inclusiveness require greater coordination between government, industry, civil society as well as
targeted collaboration across Southeast Asia. As technology pervades society, the economy, and daily
life, policymakers have an opportunity to engage and include the local business communities in
shaping public policy that reflects technology’s role in today’s global digital economy. Participatory
public policy ensures that stakeholders from micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMESs) to large
technology firms have a say in how the government not only designs but implements regulations,
frameworks, policies, and programs, allowing for more inclusive and enabling digital economy
environments.
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This online discussion will highlight examples and lessons from Taiwan, Indonesia, and the Philippines
on public and private sector cooperation and policy dialogue for inclusive digital transformation and
economic recovery. The workshop will offer perspectives on how the business and government can
adopt a co-regulation approach that fosters economic inclusion and adapts to the rapidly evolving
technology landscape. This session will also feature perspectives and initiatives from private sector
leaders on how they proactively engage in policy advocacy to advance more inclusive, accessible,
competitive, and sustainable digital economies.

The session will cover some of the following topics and discussion outcomes:

- Importance of local private and public sector cooperation for democratic and economic development
and technological innovation

- Co-regulation approaches and how business associations and civil society can play a positive co-
regulatory role

- Policy, structural, or regulatory barriers to digitalization and growth in the digital economy that local
business communities in the Asia-Pacific face

- How governments, civil society, and private sector can work together to address digitalization,
upskilling, eCommerce, and sustainable development?

- Public-private dialogue on building digital economy national plans

- What has the local business community done to cope, to pivot, and to influence government
responses to the health and economic crises? What is the private sector doing to proactively prepare
for the post-recovery economy?

- Digital transformation as a tool for inclusive economic recovery
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The workshop will consist of two parts. The first is an introductory presentation where each speaker
will share a brief presentation or talk (5 mins each with 5 speakers) to discuss their perspectives and
experiences related to the topic. It will be followed immediately by a moderated panel discussion and
open forum. The panel discussion will involve a series of prepared questions to help stimulate an
interactive discussion with the panel. During the open forum, the speakers will entertain questions
from the audience, facilitated by the moderator.

35 minutes  Welcome Remarks (5), Introduction (5) and Opening Presentations from the Panel (5
minutes for each speaker)

25 minutes  Panel Discussion

20 minutes  Open Forum Q&A

10 minutes  Synthesis and Closing Remarks
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