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During the pandemic, governments around the world rush to implement digital technology in controlling
the spread of COVID. Technology of surveillance or mass data collecting nature, ranging from contact-
tracing Apps to digital vaccine passports, are often assumed efficient, “convenient,” and cost-saving. As
states encourage or at times compel citizens to live with those digitally enabled measures, the
repercussions for human rights such as privacy are gravely overlooked.

Admittedly, one may argue that in such urgent public health crisis, we have little choice but to prioritize
immediate life-saving measures over human rights. Such statement may stand strong in 2020 when
humankind was caught unprepared for the pandemic; but should NOT in 2021, and certainly not in the
end of 2021. As the end of the second year of COVID approaches, the governments are no longer
caught off-guard but have accumulated two years of knowledge and experience in dealing with the
pandemic. It is time to restore human rights' role in COVID governance, reexamine the interplay
between digital COVID measures and human rights, and rethink how digital technology may effectively
facilitate public health in a way that respects human rights.

To advance exchange of ideas and experiences among human rights practitioners around the world,
Amnesty Taiwan is hosting a panel on "Digital Human Rights in Times of the COVID-19 Pandemic — An
International Perspective” as part of the TWIGF 2021 (Taiwan Internet Governance Forum 2021).
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Theme: Internet Governance in Post-COVID Era
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